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A Method for Manipulating Pitch and Duration
of Musical Instrument Sounds
Dealing with Pitch-dependency of Timbre
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iDept. of Intelligence Science and Technology, Graduate School of Informatics, Kyoto University
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This paper presents a manipulation method that can generate musical instrument sounds with arbitrary pitches
and durations from a given musical instrument sound without distorting timbral characteristics. Based on the psy-
choacoustical knowledge on auditory effects of timbre, we define timbral features on the spectrogram of a musical
instrument sound as (i) relative amplitudes of harmonic components, (ii) distribution of inharmonic components,
and (iii) temporal envelopes of harmonic components. We use Itoyama’s integrated model to analyze timbral fea-
tures. For pitch manipulation, we take into account the pitch-dependency of timbre by using a cubic polynomial
that approximates the distribution of features (i) and (ii) over pitches and predicting the values of each feature. To
manipulate duration, we preserve feature (iii) in the attack and decay durations of a seed by expanding or shrink-
ing only the steady duration. Experimental results showed the effectiveness of our method; the MFCC distance
between synthesized sounds and real sounds of 32 instruments was reduced by 32.31 %.
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